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L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H ,  S U G A R  L A N D ,  T E X A S  

Celebrating love and hope 

From PK 
The Train Keeps Going 
 

May will be another busy month here at St. Martin’s as we celebrate Mother’s 
Day (Daniela Hammons, preaching) and on the third Sunday (May 16), 5 young 
people will be confirmed in their faith after two years of study:  Cassy and Kiara 
Castañeda, Delaney Dupree, Duncan McNair, and Cassie O’Sullivan. 

 

College students will be taking finals, some graduating!  The weather will be 
warmer and the work of the Gospel will go on. 

 

As we continue to celebrate resurrection, let us see it all around us in this 
Spring of the year. 

 

Upcoming Events 
May 2—9: Family Promise Host Week 
May 12: Community Night at St. Martin’s 
 6—9pm  
May 15: Prayer Shawl Meeting @ 12pm in the 
 Library 
May 16: Confirmation Sunday 
May 22: DIVA’s at Pat Strom’s  House @ 5pm 
 
 
 
 

The St.  Martin’s Express 
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Serving the Lord 

Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers 
Just as no one lives forever, neither does anyone drive forever, shop forever, or change light bulbs forever.  Volunteer 
Interfaith Caregivers, Southwest (VIC-SW) provides direct one-on-one assistance to the frail, elderly and/or health im-
paired within our southwest Houston/Ft. Bend  area community.   

VIC-SW provides free transportation assistance to medical appointments, shopping 
and other destinations, as well as minor home repairs, light garden work, and friendly 
phone calls.  If you know someone who can benefit from our services, or if you would 
like to volunteer to help your neighbors, please contact Deanna Parmenter at  
281-239-7988 or deannaparmenter@yahoo.com. 

From the Council 
From the March meeting: 
Financial reports showed that unrestricted receipts were below 
budget.   Also discussed were three different affinity programs that 
the congregation has the opportunity to participate in through Ran-
dalls, Kroger, and Thrivent.  Information regarding these programs 
was provided to the congregation on Sunday, March 14th.  While the 
Randalls and Thrivent programs are available to sign up for 
now, Kroger will not be available until June.  
Al Warner has been asked to lead Stewardship and has already be-
gun to look at materials.   The Call Committee has their first meeting 
scheduled for April 10th, at 9:00 a.m. 

 From the April meeting:  
There have been growing concerns over the shortfalls the church is experiencing in giving.  We have also experi-
enced higher than normal electric bills which are having an effect on our budget.   Plans are for quarterly giving 
statements to be produced for each member.  An Ad Hoc committee is also being formed for the purpose of re-
viewing our current situation and hopefully coming up with a plan of action to ease budget concerns.  
Council also wants to express our appreciation to Aaron Bruso for all of the work he has done on fixing our server 
issues.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kristin Tudmon 
Council Secretary 

Family Promise 
St. Martin’s will have its Family Promise Host week from May 2 - 9. 
Please see Bob Metzger to find out how you can help! 
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Loving, Caring, Learning, Sharing 

Knowing Christ, Growing Faith 
             Christian Education  for All Ages 
  

Sunday School 
Remember Sunday School is the second part of Sunday morning; we 
worship and then we learn who and why we worship.  Also, in Sunday 
School we are given the tools we need to live in a secular world. 

 Summer Sunday School 
St. Martin’s will have Sunday School for youth as well as adults during 
the summer months.  We would like to have volunteers to help with this 
so that our regular staff can have a much needed break.  

Vacation Bible School 
 Save the week of June 21 for Vacation Bible School. Also, we are in 
need of volunteers to help staff this ministry of St. Martin’s.  

DIVA’s Bible Study and Fellowship 
Women of St. Martin’s are invited to 
an evening of informal bible study and 
fellowship! Join other ladies of the 
congregation in these get togethers! 
The next two meetings will be: 

May 22, 5:00pm @ Pat Strom’s House 

June 26, 5:00pm  @ Lisa Dolezal’s 
House 

Call Saskia Mehlhorn (281-491-3323) 
or Norma Becker (281-437-5759) to 
RSVP or for more information! 

Project: Free Money 
 A Reminder!  Please consider changing your Randall’s Remarkable Card designation to St. 
Martins.  It is an easy method for us to increase our revenues. 

Randalls Remarkable Card Good Neighbor Program  
St. Martins is registered with Randall’s “Good Neighbor Program” via their Club Card.   
St. Martins will receive 1% of your grocery expenditures every quarter when you designate the 
Church as the recipient.  This is easily accomplished by going to Randal’s service desk and tell 
them that you wish to designate St. Martins as your choice for your Club Card using # 12320 
and remove your prior selections. Thereafter, any time you show the affinity card to the cashier 
we will automatically receive 1% of your purchase price (less certain restricted items). This will not affect the gasoline 
discount program.  Credit will also be received from Safeway purchases.  

Prayer Shawl Meeting 
St, Martin’s Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on 
Saturday, May 15 at 12:00 noon in the Library.  
Our Shawl Ministry provides prayer shawls for 
those in our community 
who are homebound, 
our newly baptized and 
anyone else in need of 
prayer. If you’re inter-
ested in being a part of 
this ministry, please call 
Saskia Mehlhorn  
(281) 491-3323. 
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Music Notes 
Why “Requiems”? 
 
Some of you out there who are inclined to classical music may have noticed a trend that occurs every spring in churches 
throughout the area: Requiems. Many larger churches (and some not-so-large, like ours!) usually host a big musical event 
in their spring “season”, and very often the featured music is a setting of the Requiem text. We, ourselves, presented a 

Requiem two years back. But what is a “requiem”? 

The Requiem is the Catholic Mass for the dead; specifically it is a funeral service. It has many 
of the same components of the service that we have every Sunday, like the Kyrie (Lord, have 
mercy), the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy), and Agnus Dei (Lamb of God). The Requiem also in-
cludes texts depicting God’s wrath, anger, and judgment, as well as pleas for mercy and inter-
cession. Much of these texts are written in three line, rhyming verses. The Requiem is a long 
text; subsequently, it makes for long music. It’s use as a festival piece around Easter has long 
been associated with the death and resurrection of Jesus (though the Requiem itself is meant 
for mortal humans). 

Musical settings of the Requiem have been used since the days of chant. If any of you hap-
pened to watch on television a few years back any of the funeral service for Pope John Paul II,  
the chanting you heard was one of those chant 
settings of the Requiem. While the church had 
placed many rules and limits on how and where 
the Requiem could be used, musicians have been 
freer with their use. Earlier composers like Guil-

laume Dufay down through Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart,  
Hector Berlioz, and Giuseppe Verdi all used the traditional Latin text and kept 
the Mass in its usual order. 

As we move along through musi-
cal history, however, we find 
composers such as Gabriel Fauré 
shortening the texts, omitting the 
harsh texts about God’s anger 
and judgment and focusing on 
redemption and life eternal. By 
the 20th Century, some compos-
ers such as John Rutter and Bradley Ellingboe would jettison most of the tra-
ditional Latin text, replacing it with English translations or English poetry. 
Other composers, such as  
Maurice Duruflé, would embrace the Latin text (although incompletely), and 
even base their setting around the earliest Requiem chants. 

One composer before the 20th Century, however, completely abandoned the 
traditional Latin text when he wrote his Requiem opus. His name was Johan-
nes Brahms, and he set his Requiem in German. 

Next month: an in-depth look at Brahms’ “Ein Deutches Requiem” 
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Youth Quake 

St. Martin’s Car Wash 
Thanks to everyone who participated and donated in the Car Wash last 
month, your donations have tremendously offset the cost of the Junior High 
and High School Summer trip to Galveston! St. Martin’s is a generous con-
gregation! 

Community Night 
This month, St. Martin’s will be introducing a Community Night at the church. This Community Night will be for every-
one in the congregation! If you want to bring a movie to watch, bring it! If you want to bring dominoes, or Apples to Ap-
ples, bring it! If you want to bring something to eat, bring it! If you want to bring Rockband, bring it! Want to get a Kick-
ball game started outside, by all means. The goal of Community Night at St. Martin’s is simple—build community!  

Do something with other members you may not regularly visit with on Sundays. Even better—bring a friend! Look for a 
sign up in the Narthex, and let us know what you’re planning to do here on Community night. Our 
first night will be on Wednesday, May 12 starting at 6pm, and ending at 9pm. Come and stay 
as long as you like.  

 Save the Date 
St. Martin’s VBS June 21—25 
Please put this on your calendar.  St. Martin’s VBS will be the 
week of June 21; we will be doing a Holy Land Adventure be 
studying Joseph’s journey from prison to palace.  We look 
forward to guiding our youth through Egypt. 

 Adults, now is the time to be thinking of signing up for this 
adventure; be one of the leaders on this exciting tour.  If you 
are interested, please see Sally Clesi or Pat Strom 

Confirmation Beach Retreat/ Schlitterbahn Trip 
Confirmation Retreat 
Our Confirmation class will be taking it’s final retreat to the Lamm’s beach house 
on June 16—17. They will be taking some time to reflect on their faith journey and 
what their faith means to them. PK will be joining them on this retreat. 

Schliterbahn Trip 
Our Junior High and High School Students will be going to Schlitterbahn on Friday, 
June 18. This trip will be a day of fun in the sun for the youth. It will be a good way 
to help our incoming high school youth get to know our current high school youth, 
and our new Junior High/ Confirmation youth get to know the current ones as well! 
Please look for a sign up sheet in the narthex! 



St. Martin's Lutheran Church  
a member of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America 

1123 Burney Rd. 

Sugar Land, Texas 77498 

Phone: 281.980.0695 

Fax: 281.980.0895 

website: www.stmartinslc.org 

Worship with Holy Communion  
Every Sunday 9:30 AM 

Sunday School Classes for 
Children and Adults  
Every Sunday at 10:45 AM 

Pastor: Rev. Stephen J. Kelly 

 

Anniversaries  

Andy and Pat Strom (42) 4 

John and Carolyn Carlson (8) 4 

Kevin and Lisa Dolezal  (14) 18 

Chris and Carrie O’Sullivan (21) 27 

Gunter and Monique Faig (30) 30 

James and Kristin Tudmon (1) 30 

  

 
 

 

  

  

  

Birthdays     

Monika Miura 2 Lisa Dupree 23 

Henrietta Tamburello 2 Debra Gillar 26 

June Jacobson 5 Denise Cope 27 

Shannon Hood 7 Heidi Singh 28 

Carol Moquist 8 Jamie Alexander 29 

Norma Becker 11 Phyllis Staskus 29 

Linda Cote 11   

Ruth Klinger 11   

Gavin Gillar 13   

Alice Griffin 14   

Helen Mendenhall 17   

Ed Fimbel 18   

Freda Duncan 19   

Jodi Davis 21   

Rachal Purgason 22   

Brooke Castaneda 23   

Mike Cummings 11   

May Celebrations 

Dear St. Martin’s family,  

Thank you for the prayers, cards, hugs and support fol-
lowing the death of my sister Adele.  Your love and con-
cern is so greatly appreciated.  

Janet Metzger 


